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1 . SINCE FRENCH CHARGE ANXIOUS TO MAKE APPROACH IN ORDER 
TO DEPART ON HOLIDAY, CHARGE JOINED HIM JULY 20 IN CALL ON 
AMB GOTTRET, CHIEF OF PROTOCOL, TO DELIVER THE 
FOLLOWING NOTE RELATIVE TO ARBITRATION: 

BEGIN TEXT 

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES ... AND HAS THE 
HONOR TO INFORM IT THAT ON JULY 11. 1978, AN ARBITRATION 
AGREEMENT WAS CONCLUDED IN WASHINGTON BETWEEN THE 
GOVT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
FRENCH GOVT, SUBMITTED TO AN ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL A 
DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE US AND FRANCE ABOUT 
THE POSSIBILITY OF THE AIR CARRIER PANAM EFFECTUATING A 
CHANGE OF GAUGE ON THE SAN FRANCISCO - PARIS ROUTE VIA 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERN 03531 211054Z 

LONDON. 

THIS AGREEMENT MAKES PROVISION FOR THE ARBITRATION 
TRIBUNAL, COMPOSED OF AN AMERICAN JUDGE, A FRENCH JUDGE 
AND A PRESIDING JUDGE, TO ESTABLISH ITS SEAT IN GENEVA. 
PROVIDING THE SWISS AUTHORITIES ARE IN AGREEMENT. THE 
SCHEDULE ENVISAGED FOR THE PROCESS OF ARBITRATION FORE- 
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SEES THE DELIVERY OF THE MEMORIA TO THE ARBITRATION TRI- 
BUNAL ON SEPT 18, 1978 AND THE PRONOUNCIATION OF 
JUDGMENT ON DEC 10, 1978 AT THE LATEST. 

THE GOVT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WOULD 
APPRECIATE KNOWING WHETHER THE FEDERAL AUTHORITIES WOULD 
BE DISPOSED TO RECEIVE THE SAID ARBITRATION TRIBUNAL IN 
SWITZERLAND, TO PROVIDE IT WITH FACILITIES AND A STATUTE, 

AND WITH PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES ANALOGOUS TO THOSE WHICH 
WERE GRANTED ON JAN 14, 1977 TO THE ARBITRATION TRI- 
BUNAL CHARGED WITH THE DELIMITATION OF THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

THE EMBASSY AVAILS ITSELF.... TO THE POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT THE ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

END TEXT 

2. GOTTRET IMMEDIATELY RESPONDED THAT SWISS WOULD BE 
MOST PLEASED TO HAVE ARBITRATION TAKE PLACE IN GENEVA 
OR ANYWHERE IN SWITZERLAND. WHILE HE WOULD HAVE TO GO 
THROUGH THE MOTION OF CHECKING WITH OTHER OFFICES, WE 
COULD TAKE IT AS GRANTED THAT OFFICIAL SWISS AGREEMENT 
WAS ACCORDED AND THAT IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES IDENTI- 
CAL TO THAT ACCORDED IN FRENCH-BRITISH ARBITRATION WOULD 
BE ACCORDED. 
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3. WHILE OUR INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINS NOTHING CONCERNING 
FRENCH-BRITISH ARBITRATION, FRENCH INSTRUCTIONS 

DID AND WE PRESUME WASHINGTON WAS AWARE OF THIS ASPECT. 

IF DEPT DOES NOT HAVE TEXT OF SWISS AGREEMENT ON 
CONTINENTAL SHELF ARBITRATION, FRENCH EMBASSY ASSURES US 
THEY CAN PROVIDE A COPY. CROWLEY 
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